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CURRENT   NOTES. 


An  Irish  Comment. 

From  Irish  Freedom  (April,   1913):  — 

"  It  is  wearisome  to  read  the  arrant  rubbish  that  some 
of  the  M.P.'s  talk.  Mr.  John  Redmond,  at  the  Irish 
"National"  Banquet,  held  in  London,  on  St.  Patrick's 
Night,  surpassed  even  himself  in  devotion  to  '  the  Empire/ 
and  he  may  now  be  reckoned  its  foremost  exponent  in  the 
English  political  arena.  Since  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain 
retired  from  politics,  the  Empire  has  had  no  such  advocate 
as  John  Redmond." 

How  Public  Money  is  Spent. 

The  publication  in  the  Freeman's  Journal,  of  April  -12, 
of  the  first  subscribers  to  the  Nationalist  funds  for  1913,  with 
its  long  list  of  Nationalist  members  of  Parliament  who  have 
each  subscribed  £50,  serves  as  a  reminder  that  the  money  is 
given  from  the  £400  a  year  which  they  receive  as  Members. 

So  the  State,  through  the  Irish  Nationalist  Members,  sub- 
scribes £3,700  a  year  to  support  the  agitation  for  Home  Rule—- 
the object  of  which  is  to  destroy  the  existing  constitution  ! 

Those  Forty-two. 

Unionists  will  thank  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Home  Rule  M.P. 
for  Longford,  for  his  candid  disclosure  of  the  use  which  will 
be  made  of  the  forty-two  Irish  M.P.'s,  who  are  to  be  at  West- 
minster after  Home  Rule. 

Speaking  at  Edgeworthstown,  on  March  23,  1913,  he  said:  — 

"  We  will  have  our  own  Parliament  in  Dublin,   and 

besides  we  will  have  42  representatives  in  London  ;  that  IS 

one  of  the  great  advantages  of  this  Bill.  What  does  that 

mean  ?  It  means  that  if  at  any  time  undue  pressure  is 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Irish  Parliament  we  always  have  a 
body  of  Nationalists,  small  it  may  be,  but  effective,  to  ex- 
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pose  their  grievances,  and  if  necessary  to  turn  out  the 
Government  in  the  British  House  of  Commons  that  creates 
the  grievance." — Longford  Leader,  March  29,  1913. 

Unionists  to  be  Boycotted. 

The  Anglo-Gelt,  a  weekly  Home  Rule  newspaper  which  is 
published  in  Cavan,  let  in  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  designs  of 
the  Home  Rulers  towards  the  Unionist  minority  in  Ireland. 
In  a  leading  article  in  its  issue  of  April  5,  it  says :  — 

"  Now  we  want  to  be  perfectly  frank  with  the 
Unionists  of  North-East  Ulster.  If,  as  they  would  have 
us  believe,  all  those  who  signed  the  Covenant  have  under- 
taken amongst  themselves  to  frustrate  so  far  as  is  in 
their  power  the  operations  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  then 
it  is  perfectly  legitimate  for  those  who  favour  an  Irish 
Parliament  to  '  enter  into  a  solemn  Covenant  with  each 

other '  not  to  deal  with  Belfast  or  with  any  person  who 
signed  the  Covenant-  leaving  them  to  support '  one  an- 
other "  without  any  Nationalist  money.  It  will  also  be 

permissable  as  being  part  of  the  warfare  which  the 
Covenanters  originated,  to  invited  the  co-operation  of  the 
amalgamated  Irish  and  German  Societies  in  the  United 
States,  with  their  membership  of  3,000,000,  and  having 
as  their  Chairman  a  County  Cavan  man,  to  boycott  the 
sale  of  Belfast  linen  and  other  goods  exported  to  America. 
Indeed,  we  might  go  the  length  of  saying  that  within  six 
months  after  the  Covenanters  start  their  boycott  of  the 
Irish  Parliament  and  the  Irish  people,  there  will  not  be 

a  single  yard  of  Belfast  linen  sold  in  the  United  States. 

The  huge  hotels  and  other  great  concerns  are  not  going 
to  become  unpopular  and  lose  trade  to  please  Belfast — 
which  lias  no  influence  in  America.  What  we  HOW  say  is 
no  idle  Statement.  It  is  written  to  make  men  pause  be- 
fore they  enter  upon  a  campaign  which  may  have  the 

effect  of  driving  the  majority  of  them  to  the  door 

The  '  Solemn  Covenant '  of  the  Unionists  will  be  treated 
by  the  Irish  people  as  nothing  less  than  a  secret  boycott 
and  when  it  comes  to  playing  that  game  history  will  be  left 
to  record  whether  a  handful  of  bigots  or  the  remaining 
population  of  the  country  were  the  stronger.  Once  it 
begins  there  Will  HO  marcy  and  men  who  have  hitherto 
conducted  prosperous  businesses  will  have  to  clear  out  and 
start  in  some  congenial  village  of  the  North-East." 
With  these  threats  in  their  minds,  with  the  warnings  that 
the  price  of  peace  is  the  abandonment  of  principle,  who  can  be 
surprised  that  Irish  Unionists  refuse  to  accept  Home  Rule. 
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"A  Transition  Bill." 

Prof.  Kettle's  speech  affords  further  evidence  against 
the  accuracy  of  Liberal  Home  Rulers  who  hold  out  the  enticing 
promise  to  British  electors  that  the  Home  Rule  Bill  will  settle 
the  Irish  question.  Speaking  at  a  lecture  given  to  the  members 
of  the  Young  Ireland  branch  of  the  United  Irish  League,  at 
the  Mansion  House,  011  April  4,  by  Prof.  Bastable,  Professor 
T.  M.  Kettle  said:  — 

"Tha  Bill  was  a  transition  Bill.     If  it  were  the  final 

turn  in  the  devolution  of  Irish  affairs  from  Westminster  to 
Dublin,  then  it  would  be  a  disastrous  Bill.  It  was  not  the 
end,  but  the  beginning.  .  .  .  Let  them  deliberately  face 
and  accept  these  sacrifices,  and  speed  on  as  far  as  they  might 
the  transition  period,  and  reach  a  time  when,  under  a 
scheme  of  full  fiscal  autonomy,  they  should  be  responsible 
for  the  raising  and  for  the  spending  of  the  public  finances 
of  Ireland." — Freeman's  Journal,  April  5,  1913. 

Mr.  Coroner  Murphy,  speaking  at  a  meeting  in  Cork,  in 
connection  with  the  Home  Rule  Fund,  on  April  17,  1913,  said: 

"  There  was  no  restriction  in  the  Bill,  nothing  to  pre- 
vent the  next  generation  of  Irishmen  asserting  themselves 
again  and  getting  larger  powers.  There  was  no  finality  to 
the  march  of  a  nation,  and  when  Home  Rule  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Irish  people  they  would  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  do  much  for  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of 
their  country." — Cork  Examiner,  April  18,  1913. 

At  the  same  meeting,  Prof.  Kettle  again  dealt  with  this 
question,  saying:  — 

"  The  Bill  was  framed  as  a  transitionary  measure, 
and  when  a  time  would  come  when  Irish  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure would  balance  up,  it  was  open  to  readjustment  in 
the  financial  clauses." — Cork  Examiner,  April  18,  1913. 

The  Band  Struck. 

From  the  Athletic  News  (Manchester),  reporting  the  Scot- 
land v.  Ireland  match  at  Dublin  on  March  15,  1913:  — 

"  It  was  intended  that  a  band  called  '  Ireland's 
Own '  should  have  discoursed  music.  But  this  band 

declined  to  attend  on  the  plea  that  they  would  not 

play  '  Cod  Save  the  King  ' '  when  His  Excellency  arrived 
in  accord  with  custom  on  all  such  semi-State  visits. 

"  Thus,  the  band  of  the  West  Riding  Regiment,  now 
quartered  in  Dublin,  a  regiment  with  a  good  football  team, 
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took  the  place  of  '  Ireland's  Own,'  and  duly  played  the 
National  Anthem.  Comment  on  this  episode  can  best  be 
left  to  Home  Rulers  and  Unionists.  This  is  none  of  our 
business." — March  17,  1913. 

English  Barred. 

We  reproduce  from  the  Connaught  Telegraph  (March  29, 
1S13),  the  following  announcement:  — 

FOOTBALL  IN  CONNAUGHT. 


Important  Rule  About  Irish  Language. 


In  order  to  encourage  Gaelic  football  in  the  Colleges 
of  Connaught,  the  staff  of  St.  Joseph's  College,  Ballinasloe, 
has  decided  to  offer  a  beautiful  silver  cup  and  a  set  of 
medals  for  a  Gaelic  tournament  between  the  secondary 
schools  of  the  province. 

The  team  representing  each  College  must  be  composed 
entirely  of  boys  who  are  at  the  time  of  the  match  bona 
fide  students  of  the  College. 

All  matches  shall  be  played  according  to  the  revised 
rules  of  the  G.A.A.,  with  the  following  rules  added:  — 

"  No  member  of  a  team  shall,  while  playing  a 
match,  speak  any  language  but  Irish." 

"  Any  player  offending  against  this  rule  shall  be 
punished  as  for  foul  play,  viz.,  shall  have  a  free  kick 
awarded  against  his  team." 

"  Any  player  offending  against  this  rule  three 
times  during  the  same  match,  may  be  ordered  off  the 
field  by  the  referee." 

"The  referee  shall  speak  only  Irish  during  the 
match,  no  matter  to  whom  his  remarks  be  addressed." 

In  arranging  the  matches,  the  Colleges  of  each  county 
shall  be  drawn  against  each  other  for  the  championship  of 
that  county;  and  the  champions  of  each  county  shall  meet 
for  the  championship  of  the  province. 

Great  benefits  must  necessarily  accrue  to  the  Irish 
language  as  well  as  to  Gaelic  football  from  this  tournament 
for  all  players  must  practice  constantly  the  speaking  of 
Irish  if  they  are  to  play  their  cup  matches  with  any  com- 
bination, or  even  if  they  wish  merely  to  understand  the 
referee.  Hence  the  Gaelic  League  and  the  G.A.A.  should 
spare  no  pains  in  making  the  tournament  a  success.  'A 
"  good  gate  ''  at  each  match  will  help  to  pay  the  expenses 
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of  the  travelling  teams,  and  so  overcome  a  great  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  getting  the  Colleges  to  play  more  Gaelic 
football. 

Heads  of  Colleges  and  others  interested  in  the  tourna- 
ment should  communicate  immediately  with  the  Rev.  P^ 
Connelly,    St.   Joseph's   College,    Ballinasloe." 
We  get  a  glimpse  of  Irish  Home  Rule  "  loyalty  "  in  this 
extract.     It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  the  public  attitude  to 
Great  Britain  when  the  use  of  English  is  punished  by  a  free 
kick,  and  repetition  of  the  offence  results  in  the  player  being 
ordered  off  the  field. 

We  suggest  that  the  announcement  is  much  more  reliable 
evidence  of  real  Irish  feeling  than  dozens  of  Mr.  Redmond's 
"  loyal  "  speeches. 

Peaceful  Belfast. 

At  the  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  County  Antrim  Division  of 
Belfast,  which  opened  on  April  2,  the  presiding  judge — His; 
Honour  Judge  Craig — received  a  pair  of  white  gloves,  in  accord- 
ance with  custom,  there  being  no  criminal  business. 

Justice  in  Galway. 

Replying  £o  Mr.  C.  C.  Craig,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, o~n  April  23,  1913,  Mr.  Birrell  said  that  the  number  of 
criminal  cases  tried  at  the  last  Galway  Assizes  was  fifteen.  Con- 
victions were  obtained  in  two  cases,  and  in  five  cases  the  accused 
pleaded  guilty.—  Parl.  Deb.,  Cols.  373-4. 

To  Prevent  Justice. 

Mr.  P.  Lynch,  K.C.,  Crown  Counsel,  at  a  trial  for  con- 
spiracy to  murder  at  the  Kerry  Assizes,  made  an  application  for 
the  postponement  of  the  trial  pending  an  application  of  the 
Attorney-General  to  have  the  venue  of  the  trial  changed,  on  the 
grounds  that — 

"  At   the    magisterial    investigation     of    the     present 
charge  much  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  accom- 
modation for  the  police  officers  and  some  of  the  Crown  wit- 
nesses.    There  was  also  great  difficulty  in   procuring  evi- 
dence for  the  prosecution.        The   alleged  crime  being  of 
agrarian  origin,  it  was  feared  that  much  intimidation  had 
been  resorted  to  to  prevent  persons  from  coming  forward." 
Kerry  Weekly  Reporter,  March  15,  1913. 
We  reprint  the  extract  as  illustrating  the  condition  of  part 
of  Ireland  under  Radical  rule  at  a  moment  when  Nationalists 
are  on  their  best  behaviour.     What  will  happen  when  restraint 
is  removed  ? 

B  2 
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A  Clare  Crime. 

The  Irish  Times  (April  16,  1913)  reports  a  shooting  out- 
rage in  .Co.  Clare,  the  victim's  crime  being  his  management  of 
farms  in  the  district  concerning  which  there  is  a  dispute — a 
crime  which  has  not  yet  found  its  way  on  the  Statute  Book,  but 
has  long  been  included  in  the  Home  Rule  calendar  of  offences : 

"This  morning,  as  Mr.  Richard  Maunsell,  of  Island 
McGrath,  about  four  miles  from  Ennis,  was  driving  in  to 
Ennis  to  attend  the  April  Fair,  in  company  with  his  son, 
Mr.  George  Maunsell,  C.E.,  he  was  fired  at  and  wounded. 
The  time  was  before  dawn,  about  4  o'clock  a.m.,  and  Mr. 
Maunsell  had  reached  a  point  about  midway  between  Ennis 
and  Clarecastle,  when  a  gun-shot  was  discharged  at  a  range 
of  not  more  than  ten  yards  from  the  right  hand  side  of  the 
road.  The  charge  struck  the  front  of  the  Derby  hat  which 
Mr.  Maunsell  was  wearing,  and  the  pellete  ploughed  a 
serried  way  along  the  top  of  the  scalp,  drawing  blood  pro- 
fusely. 

"  Although  naturally  much  startled  by  the  shock,  and' 
confused  by  the  blaze  of  the  shot  and  the  swerving  of  the 
horse,  young  Mr.  Maunsell  pulled  out  his-  revolver  and 
sent  two  bullets  in  the  direction  whence  the  shot  had  come. 
They  then  drove  on  into  Ennis,  and  proceeded  to  the  resi- 
dence of  Dr.  Randal  Counihan,  who  promptly  dressed  his 
wounds,  and  subsequently  accompanied  him  home.  Had 
the  shot  been  fired  a  few  inches  lower,  the  top  of  Mr.  Maun- 

sell's  head  would  have  been  blown  off " 

The  report  continues :  — 

"  At  the  opening  of  the  Ennis  Quarter  Sessions  County 
Court  Judge  Bodkin,  K.C.,  in  addressing  the  Grand  Jury, 
alluded  to  the  outrage.  He  said  that  he  could  not  part 
from  them  without  a  reference  to  the  gross  outrage  which 
had  occurred  that  morning,  when  a  gentleman  was  fired  at 
while  coming  into  the  Fair  of  Ennis.  He  had  a  very 
narrow  escape  of  his  life.  The  shot  passed  through  his 
hat,  serried  the  top  of  his  head,  grazed  the  skin,  and  drew 
blood,  and  it  was  only  by  the  intervention  of  Providence 
that  the  gentleman  was  not  shot  stone  dead.  He  had  so 
often  expressed  his  feelings  about  these  acts  that  he  would 
not  detain  them  any  longer,  beyond  again  expressing  his 
opinion  that  the  parties  who  do  these  acts  are  the  most 
cowardly  and  disgraceful  of  God's  creatures.  They  dis- 
graced themselves,  and  they  disgraced  the  county  to  which 
they  belong." 
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Of  this  case,  Mr.  Birrell,  replying  to  Captain  Craig,  in 
-the  House  of  Commons,  on  April  24,  says:  — 

"  The  police  authorities  inform  me  that  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  inst.,  Mr.  Maunsell,  while  driving  into 
Ennis  Fair  was  fired  at  and  wounded.  The  shot  struck 
his  hat,  and  some  grains  passed  through  it,  grazing  the  top 
of  his  head  and  inflicting  some  scalp  wounds.  Mr.  Maun- 
sell is  under  police  protection  owing  to  some  trouble  with 
regard  to  the  dismissal  of  a  herd  employed  by  him  on  a 
farm  near  Ennis,  and  in  connection  with  which  an  attempt 
was  recently  made  to  set  on  fire  the  house  in  which  the  new 
herd  was  residing.  The  police  are  pursuing  their  inquiries, 
but  so  far  they  have  not  obtained  sufficient  evidence  to  jus- 
tify any  arrests." — Pad.  Deb.,  Cols.  504-5. 

Justice  in  Ireland. 

On  April  1  the  House  of  Commons  discussed  what  is 
humorously  called  the  administration  of  justice  in  Ireland. 
From  a  long  debate  only  a  few  points  can  be  briefly  referred 
to.  The  Castledawson  affair  attracted  most  attention,  and 
the  following  interesting  facts  were  established.  It  was  "  in 
its  origin  and  method  a  very  shocking  outrage.  There  is  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  Hibernians  were  the  instigators  and 
originators  of  a  disturbance  which  certainly  bore  a  cowardly 
and  most  disagreeable  aspect."  (Mr.  Birrell,  Parliamentary 
Debates,  Col.  260.) 

Women  and  children  were  injured.  The  police  had  the 
information  of  their  injuries  long  before  the  trial.  The  fact 
that  they  were  injured  was  not  brought  out  in  Court.  Why 
was  it  suppressed  ? 

The  Crown  had  evidence  in  their  possession  that  the  out- 
rage was  premeditated.  Counsel  for  the  Crown  did  not  pro- 
duce this  evidence  at  the  trial  of  the  Hibernians.  It  was  pro- 
duced at  the  trial  of  the  Protestant  prisoners,  who  were 
acquitted. 

On  another  matter — the  Belfast  riots — it  was  shown  that 
the  Crown,  in  the  conduct  of  the  trials  in  this  case  had  vio- 
lated all  precedent.  After  two  of  the  defendants  had  been 
acquitted  before  the  Recorder,  the  Crown  entered  a  Nolle 
Proseqwi  against  the  remainder;  i.e.,  refused  to  prosecute.  As 
the  defendants  left  they  were  re-charged  with  the  offence  for 
which  the  Crown  had  just  refused  to  prosecute  them.  They 
were  then  brought  before  a  magistrate,  selected  by  the 
Government.  This  gentleman  refused  to  admit  other  magis- 
trates to  the  Bench.  The  King's  Bench  declared  the  magis- 
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trate's  conduct  to  be  a  farce,  upset  the  proceedings,  and  pro- 
hibited him  from  acting  any  longer  as  a  magistrate  in  these 
cases. 

As  showing  the  interference  with  the  course  of  justice 
where  Nationalists  had  been  punished,  the  case  was  taken  of 
Patrick  Arkins  who  was  sentenced  to  seven  years'  penal  servi- 
tude for  taking  part  in  an  unlawful  assembly  and  damaging 
property,  but  was  released  after  about  two  months'  imprison- 
ment as  the  result  of  an  agitation  headed  by  Mr.  W.  Redmond, 
M.P. 

Less  justifiable  was  the  intervention  in  respect  of  Coun- 
cillor Long,  of  Limerick.  At  the  time  of  the  King's  visit  to 
Ireland,  this  man,  a  shoemaker,  hung  a  Union  Jack  out  of  his 
house.  The  house  was  attacked  by  a  mob,  headed  by  this 
Limerick  Borough  Councillor,  who  broken  open  the  house  and 
burned  the  flag.  For  this  the  Councillor  was  sentenced  to  a 
short  period  of  hard  labour.  As  a  mark  of  sympathy,  the  Cor- 
poration adjourned  all  business  for  a  week.  The  Government 
released  the  prisoner  and  gave  him  a  free  pardon,  in  order  that 
he  might  remain  eligible  to  adorn  the  City  Council  Chamber. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  leniency  of  the  Govern- 
ment towards  Nationalist  offenders  with  the  rigour  displayed 
towards  the  men  charged  in  connection  with  the  Belfast  riots. 
In  the  course  of  the  debate  Mr.  Muldoon  stated  that  crime 
and  outrage  in  Ireland  had  been  reduced  to  a  figure  to  which 
it  had  never  been  reduced  in  the  history  of  the  country.  A 
very  few  figures  will  show  how  ill-founded  is  this  defence  of 
the  Government. 

During  the  last  four  years  of  Unionist  administration, 
1902-5  inclusive,  there  were,  agrarian  outrages  929.  convic- 
tions 68 ;  showing  a  percentage  of  convictions  to  offences  of 
7.3.  During  the  first  four  years  of  Radical  rule,  1906-9  in- 
clusive, there  were,  agrarian  outrages  1,593,  convictions  49; 
a  percentage  of  convictions  to  offences  of  just  over  3.  In  1910 
there  were  428  outrages,  and  in  1911,  328.  That  is  to  say,  in 
the  last  two  years  of  which  we  have  any  returns  there  were 
757  outrages,  as  against  929  for  the  last  four  years  of  Unionist 
administration . 

Clare  was  one  of  the  counties  singled  out  by  Mr.  Muldoon 
as  a  subject  for  congratulation.  In  Clare  between  January, 
1910,  and  October,  1912,  there  were  457  outrages,  in  54  of 
which  firearms  were  used. 

An  Object  Lesson. 

An  incident  occurred  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
April  10  which  shows  (1)  how  greatly  Irish  Nationalists  care 
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for  Irish  development;  (2)  how  little  Irish  Nationalists  care 
for  British  development. 

The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  promoted  a  Bill  to 
enable  them  to  make  improvements  in  Fishguard  Harbour. 
This  would  have  enabled  that  rising  port  to  cope  with  its  in- 
creasing business.  It  would  have  facilitated  trade  with  the 
south  of  Ireland,  and  incidentally  it  would  have  caused  an  ex- 
penditure of  about  £500,000,  most  of  which  would  have  been 
expended  in  wages.  One  would  naturally  have  thought  that 
these  considerations  would  have  weighed  with  Irishmen 
anxious  to  promote  their  country's  business,  with  Liberals 
always  talking  of  progress,  and  with  Labour  members  even 
bewailing  the  condition  of  the  workers. 

But  no !  Liberals  and  Labourites,  as  always,  obedient  to 
Mr.  Redmond's  behests,  followed  Irish  Nationalism  into  the 
Lobby,  and  rejected  the  Bill.  Fishguard  has  to  make  shift 
with  an  imperfect  harbour,  a  great  English  railway  is  deprived 
of  some  traffic,  British  labourers  have  to  forego  wages  which 
they  could  do  with  very  well — all  this  has  to  happen  to  enable 
Irish  Nationalists  to  avenge  fancied  wrongs,  and  to  carry 
through  a  job  on  behalf  of  political  friends. 

Irish  Nationalists  have  a  quarrel  with  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway  Company  of  Ireland.  It  would  appear 
that  that  great  Irish  company  appoints  its  clerks  under  a  sys- 
tem of  nomination  and  examination.  Irish  Nationalists  say 
that  were  there  no  nomination  more  appointments  would  go  to 
certain  schools  with  which  they  are  in  sympathy.  The  Com- 
pany reply  that,  as  there  are  16,000  persons  entitled  to  nomi- 
nate candidates,  the  field  of  competition  is  sufficiently  wide. 
That  is,  however,  probably  not  the  main  reason,  nor  need  we 
trouble  over  other  points  of  administration  which  were  urged. 

The  real  reason  is  probably  different.  The  part  of  Ireland 
which  would  gain  most  advantage  by  the  development  of  the 
Fishguard-Rosslare  traffic  is  ill-affected  towards  Mr.  Redmond's 
faction.  Cork  is  openly  hostile;  Waterford  is  none  too 
friendly;  parts  of  Limerick  show  signs  of  disaffection.  What 
more  natural,  then,  than  that  Mr.  Redmond's  party  should 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  Fishguard  trade  in  order  to 
keep  it  in  the  hands  of  Dublin  ? 

Indeed,  Mr.  Field  avowed  his  championship  of  Dublin, 
and  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag.  He  tells  us  about  Eoghan 
Mor,  King  of  Munster,  and  his  quarrel  with  Con  Caed  Cathae, 
King  of  Ireland,  over  Dublin  Harbour.  He  discusses 
learnedly  of  St.  Benean  and  Alfrid,  Kmg  of  Northumbria,  and 
Cormac  Mac  Art  and  Cardry,  and  a  lot  of  other  worthies  more 
or  less  mythical  to  support  the  claims  of  Dublin.  From  this 
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it  is  rather  a  descent  when  he  discusses  the  rates  charged  by 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western.  And  the  funny  thing  is 
that  he,  and  his  friends,  do  not  see  that  by  restricting  the 
trade  to  Dublin  they  actually  benefit  the  hated  Company  by. 
giving  them  the  advantage  of  a  longer  haul. 

But,  in  any  case,  the  Great  Southern  and  Western  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Bill,  except  that  it  may  increase  the 
trade  going  by  Rosslare.  It  is  the  Great  Western  of  England 
that  has  been  at  the  cost  of  promoting  the  Bill,  and  that  is 
mainly  interested  in  the  Bill.  And  it  is  monstrous  that  Bri- 
tish enterprises  should  be  stifled  in  order  to  carry  out  dark 
intrigues  in  Ireland. 

Some  may  say :  Then  give  Ireland  Home  Rule  and  get  rid  of 
these  intrigues.  But  the  Home  Rule  Bill  will  not  do  that. 
The  Irish  Parliament  will  have  its  games  to  play,  and  forty- 
two  emissaries  at  Westminster  to  help  it  play  them. 

I  A.O.S  and  the  Grant. 

The  Prime  Minister's  statement  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
A.pril  1,  in  reply  to  a  question  by  Sir  John  Lonsdale,  that  the 
Treasury  had  sanctioned  the  recommendation  of  the  Develop- 
ment Commissioners  for  the  advance  of  £2,000,  by  way  of  a 
grant,  on  certain  conditions,  to  the  Irish  Agricultural  Organsia- 
tion  Society,  has  been  received  with  much  disfavour  by  the 
Irish  Nationalist  Party. 

Its  official  Press,  the  Freeman's  Journal  (April  2),  expresses 
the  opinion  that  the  announcement  "  will  be  read  with  general 
regret  throughout  the  country." 

The  official  Press,  however,  was  wrong,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  extracts  from  Nationalist  papers. 

"Many  people  oppose  the  grant  on  the  ground  that 
the  Organisation  Society  is  a  political  body  in  disguise ; 
and  that  it  cares  a  great  deal  less  about  improving  the 
farmers  than  about  damaging  the  Home  Rule  cause.  For 
ourselves,  we  have  had  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  move- 
ment since  its  inception,  and  the  flimsy  evidence  which  has 
been  compiled  with  such  pains  in  support  of  the  contention 
that  Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  Father  Finlay,  and  other  leaders 
of  co-operation  are  enemies  of  Home  Rule  in  disguise,  does 
not  weigh  with  us  against  our  own  judgment  and  knowledge. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  90  per  cent,  of  the  members  of  the 
co-operative  movement  are  Home  Rulers,  and  will  remain 
so,  if  they  are  not  driven  out  of  the  ranks  by  the  aspersions 
daily  cast  upon  their  bona  fides  by  those  who  profess  to 
voice  the  views  of  the  official  Nationalist  Party,  but  who, 
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in  this  instance,  are  hopelessly  out  of  touch  with  the  feel- 
ings of  the  country." — Supplement  to  "  Kilkenny  Journal," 
April  5,  1913. 

"  But  they  were  apparently  slow  to  come  to  a  deci- 
sion ;  or  perhaps  the  Government  were  slow  to  make  up 
their  mind,  seeing  that  the  Irish  Party  had  backed  up 
Mr.  Russell.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  in  so  doing  the 
Party  had  the  country  entirely  with  them.  Very  strong 
sympathy  was  extended  to  the  Society  from  Nationalists 
and  public  men  of  standing.  The  upshot  has  been  in 
favour  of  the  I.A.O.S.  .  .  The  I.A.O.S.  has  done  admir- 
able work  up  to  the  present.  With  the  assistance — not 
over  liberal — which  it  is  promised,  it  may  be  trusted  to 
give  a  good  account  of  itself  in  the  future. — Meath 
Chronicle,  April  5,  1913. 

The  hope  that  with  the  Prime  Minister's  announcement 
the  sordid  story  of  opposition  by  the  Nationalist  Party  to  the 
work  of  the  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  would  end, 
has  been  falsified,  for  Mr.  Muldoon,  M.P.,  has  embarked  upon  a 
campaign  of  questions  to  the  Chief  Secretary,  with  the  ap- 
parent purpose  of  keeping  the  dispute  alive. 

Though  based  on  the  charge  that  the  Society  was  political, 
the  real  crime  in  the  eyes  of  the  Nationalist  Party  was  its  re- 
fusal to  identify  itself  with  the  Home  Rulers. 

The  Party  are  against  movements  in  Ireland  which  will  not 
fall  into  line  and  may  rival  them  in  popular  favour.  They  be- 
lieve that  there  is  no  room  in  Ireland  except  for  themselves; 
and  any  organisation  which  seems  likely  publicly  to  show  that 
they  are  wrong  incurs  their  wrath.  Hence  the  campaign  against 
the  I.A.O.S. 

Many  are  anxious  to  know  where  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  stands. 
He  entered  heartily  into  the  campaign  against  the  I.A.O.S., 
allying  himself  entirely  with  the  Nationalist  Party,  and  earning 
the  praises  of  the  Freeman's  Journal  for  his  conduct. 

Now  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  thrown  him  over,  the 
question  arises — will  he  resign  or  accept  the  rebuff  with  equa- 
nimity and  retain  his  office  ? 

The  League  Rules. 

A  meeting  of  the  Monknewton  Branch  of  the  United  Irish 
League  was  held  on  April  6,  1913,  when  the  Drogheda  Inde- 
pendent (April  12,  1913)  reports  as  follows:  — 

"  Eventually  the  following  resolution  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Timmons,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Clarke: — 'That  we 
are  very  much  disappointed  on  hearing  that  a  locat 


262  IRISH  FACTS.  [May,  1913. 


labourer,  R.  Hickey,  has  undertaken  the  herding  of  the 
Ballinacrad  ranch,  and  we  earnestly  ask  him  to  retire  at 
once  from  such  a  discreditable  position  and  not  cause  dis- 
turbance in  this  neighbourhood.'  The  resolution  was  passed 
unanimously." 

An  illustration  of  the  extent  to  which  the  United  Irish 
League  rules  in  Ireland.  No  business  is  too  petty  or  private  ! 

U.I.L  Practices. 

The  extent  to  which  the  United  Irish  League  interferes  in 
Ireland  is  admirably  shown  by  the  following  report  of  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Easkey  Branch,  on  March  30,  1913,  published  in  the 
Western  People  (April  5,  1913):  — 

"On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Leonard,  seconded  by  Mr. 
T.  Murray,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

'  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Easkey  branch,  U.I.L., 
hereby  ask  Pat  O'Brien,  Cullens,  why  he  signed  the 
following  agreement  at  a  meeting  of  our  branch  held  on 
the  9th  February,  and  sent  John  Boland  to  Ballina  for  a 
deed  of  assignment  if  he  did  not  intend  to  stand  by  it 

(Copy  of  Agreement.) 

'  I  hereby  agree  to  give  up  the  farm  I  hold  in  Oweny- 
keevaun  to  Mr.  John  Boland,  of  Owenykeevaun,  for  the 
sum  of  £40,  the  Easkey  branch  U.I.L.  to  use  their  in- 
terest and  influence  to  obtain  for  me  a  farm  through  the 
C.D.  Board.' 

"  We  hope  the  country  will  see  that  Mr.  O'Brien  will 
stand  by  this  agreement." 

Nationalist  Intimidation. 

Prefacing  the  report  of  a  United  Irish  League  meeting, 
the  Midland  Tribune  (March  3,  1913)  says:  — 

"  There  was  a  clear,  definite,  and  well-defined  note  at 
the  meeting  of  the  South  King's  County  Executive  of  the 
United  Irish  League  held  in  the  Young  Men's  Society  Hall, 
Birr,  on  Sunday,  March  2,  1913.  It  was  struck  by  Mr. 
Michael  Reddy,  M.P.  for  the  Division,  and  it  was  heartily 
applauded  by  the  assembled  delegates.  It  was  that  Lord 
Rosse  should  not  be  appointed  to  any  public  Board  in  the 
county.  Lord  Rosse,  it  was  pointed  out,  is  the  man  who 
crossed  over  to  London  to  vote  against  Home  Rule.  Lord 
Rosse  is  the  man  whom  members  of  the  South  Kind's 
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County  Executive,  by  their  applause,  have  now  declared  is 
no  longer  to  sit  on  any  local  Board  or  Council.     The  thing 
now  is  to  see  that  this  decision  is  carried  into  operation." 
The  report  continues :  — 

"  Mr.    Reddy   then   addressed   the    meeting.    .   .    .    lie 

proceeded  to  draw  a  graphic  picture  of  Lord  Rosse,  who 

went  over  to  vote  against  Home    Rule,    gazing    vacantly 

about  him  in  the  House  of  Lords.        He  would  now  call 

upon  them  to  make  Lord  Rosse  go  oft'  every  Board  in  the 

county  including    the    Technical    Board,    and    everything 

else." — Midland  Tribune,  March  3,  1913. 

For  voting  contrary  to  their  opinions  Lord  Rosse  is  to  be 

driven  out  of  public  life  in  Ireland  by  the  Nationalists.     Their 

action  is  full  of  interest,  for  it  is  easy  to  see  what  treatment 

will  be  meted  out  to  the  Irish  minority  if  the  Reddys  and  their 

like  have  a  free  hand  to  rule  Ireland. 

More  Money  Wanted. 

The  desperate  attempts  of  the  United  Irish  League — Mr. 
John  Redmond's  Irish  Organisation — to  collect  money  from 
Ireland  for  Home  Rule  are  well  shown  in  the  following  extracts 
from  Irish  papers.  They  illustrate  the  manner  in  which  the 
Church  is  pressed  into  service  for  this  political  object. 

"  UNITED  IRISH  LEAGUE." 
"  CLONOULTY." 

"  A  Committee  Meeting  of  this  branch  was  held  at 
Clonoulty  on  Sunday  after  Mass,  the  Very  Rev.  Canon 
Ryan  in  the  chair.  Other  members  present — Messrs.  J. 
Gould,  J.  Hamersley,  J.  Connolly,  Con.  Ryan,  James 
Ryan,  Treasurer,  and  John  Byrne,  Hon.  Secretary.  This 
meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  reorganising  the  branch 
for  the  present  year,  1913.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  collec- 
tion in  aid  of  the  branch  on  Sunday,  the  20th  day  of 

April,  at  the  church  gate,  each  subscriber  to  pay  three- 
fourths  of  what  they  contribute  to  the  parish  priest's 
collection  at  Christmas  and  Easter.  Every  person  in  the 

Sarish    is   requested   to    come     forward     and    subscribe. — 
'lonmel  Nationalist,  April  5,  1913. 

CORTOON. 

On  Sunday  last,  after  eleven  o'clock  Mass,  a  public 
meeting  was  held  in  Cortoon,  with  the  object  of  complet- 
ing the  Home  Rule  Fund  collection  in  the  district.  Mr. 
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Seamus  O'Mulloy  addressed  the  meeting  in  Irish  and  Eng- 
lish.. He  reminded  those  present  that  he  attended  there 
about  September  of  last  year  and  opened  the  collection 

for  the  Home  Rule  Fund,  but  he  was  sorry  to  say  the 
collection  had  never  been  finished.  He  had  tried  both 

censure  and  praise  to  get  the  people  in  some  districts  to 
help  the  cause  of  their  country,  but  neither  censure  nor 
praise  had  any  effect  on  some  of  them.  It  was  no  pleasure 
-  .  to  him  to  find  fault  with  his  fellow-countrymen,  and  when- 
ever he  abused  them,  it  was  for  their  good.— Con  naught 
Tribune,  April  19,  1913. 

CAPPATAGLE. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Sunday,  April  13,  Mr.  J.  Gre- 
han  presiding.  The  secretaries  reported  that  the  Home 
Rule  Fund  had  not  been  closed  yet,  and  that  the  people 

showed  considerable  apathy  in  their  duty.        it    was 

decided   to  leave  the   fund   open   for   two   or  three   weeks 
more. — Con  naught  Tribune,  April  19,  1913. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Drogheda  Independent:  — 

"  Tullyalleu, 
April   1st,   1913. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Would  you  allow  me  through  your  popu- 
lar columns  to  draw  the  attention  of  all  the  Nationalists  of 
Tullyallen  parish  to  the  fact  that  the  annual  collection  in 
aid  of  the  Home  Rule  Fund  will  be  made  at  the  chapel 
gates  on  Sunday,  13th  insl? 
I  am, 

Respectfully  yours, 

PATRICK  BYRNE,  Hon.  Sec. 
Drogheda  Independent,  April  5,  1913. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  South  Westmeath  Divi- 
sional Executive  of  the  United  Irish  League,  held  on  April  2, 
Mr.  Joseph  F.  Tyrell  said:  — 

"  In  regard  to  the  Home  Rule  Fund  last  year,  he  re- 
gretted to  say  with  the  exception  of  Horseleap,  Kilbeggan, 
and  around  Moate,  the  subscription  was  very  small.       He 
*•.".   hoped  it  would  be  better  this  year." — Westmeatk  Exam- 
iner, April  5,  1913. 

Up  Goes  the  Rates. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Dublin  Corporation  was  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  April  4,  1913,  when  Councillor 
Gallagher  moved  the  adoption  of  the  Estates  Finance  Com- 
mittee's Report:  — 
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"  In  doing  so,  he  said  that  his  duty  in  submitting  the 
estimates  for  the  year  to  end  March,  1914,  was  a  disagreeable 
one  in  that  the  requirements  of  the  year  involved  an  addi- 
tion to  the  rates,  as  compared  with  those  assessed  for  the 
year  just  ended,  amounting  to  6d.  in  the  £  on  the  North 
side  and  3|d.  on  the  South  side." — Freeman's  Journal, 
April  5,  1913. 

An  unfortunate  accident  for  those  who  prophesy  that  Irish 
government  will  be  conducted  on  economical  lines  and  result  in 
great  savings. 

Lord  Wolseley  on  Ulster. 

The  death  of  Lord  Wolseley  recalls  to  mind  the  following 
letter,  bearing  closely  upon  the  present  situation  which  was 
written  by  him  when  commanding  the  forces  in  Ireland,  to 
H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  then  the  Commander-in-Chief : 

"  Royal  Hospital,  Dublin, 

April  23,  1893. 

"  I  am  sure  Your  Royal  Highness  will  be  pleased  to 
.  hear  that  so  far  everything  has  gone  off  well  at  Belfast.  By 
a  telegram  just  received,  I  find  that  last  night  the  Orange- 
men broke  a  few  windows,  and  the  rebels  a  few  policemen's 
heads.  The  leaders  of  the  loyalists  are  most  anxious  to 
keep  their  followers  quiet ;  the  real  danger  is  from  the  other 
side,  who  might  like  to  inaugurate  a  row  so  as  to  injure 
the  repute  of  the  men  who  sing  '  God  Save  the  Queen.'.  .  . 
The  wise  men  amongst  the  loyalists  know  that  ANY  Home 
_.  Hule  Bill  is  impossible  with  a  majority  of  seventy  against 
it  amongst  the  English  members.  No  such  subversive  meas- 
ure is  by  them  believed  to  be  possible  until  the  English  con- 
stituencies send  a  majority  to  Parliament  in  favour  of 
breaking  up  the  Empire.  But  it  is  only  the  calm  men  who 
reason  thus  here  at  present>  and  things  are  in  that  condition 
that  any  one  man  of  weight  or  reputation  might  raise  the 
whole  Protestant  North  with  ease. 

"  Of  this,  Sir,  I  beg  Your  Royal  Highness  to  be  quite 
assured,  and  that  is,  that  Ulster  is  determined  to  resist, 
and  will  fight  a  outrance  if  at  any  future  time  she  be  cut- 
off from  England  and  placed  at  the  mercy  of  a  race  which 

her  people  hate  as  much  as  they  despise  it The 

general  belief  in  the  North  is  that  our  troops,  if  ordered  to 
fire  upon  men  who  will  meet  them  with  shouts  of  '_God 
Save  the  Queen,'  will  fire  over  them.  However,  what  I 
wish  you,  Sir,  to  realise,  is  that  Ulster  men  mean  to  fight. 
I  avoid  going  North  myself,  and  unless  things  quiet  down 
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very  much,  I  shall  not  inspect  the  troops  in  Ulster  this 
year.  Politicians  have  a  pleasing  way  of  believing  only 
just  what  suits  their  own  party  exigencies,  and  I  find  that 
those  who  have  now  allied  themselves  with  what  Mr.  Bright 
used  to  call  the  '  rebel  party,'  pretend  to  laugh  if  one  men- 
tions the  determination  of  the  Northern  loyalists  to  fight. 
The  ostrich,  with  his  head  in  a  bush,  thinks  he  is  screened 
from  view,  and  has  as  much  reason  on  his  side. 

"  We  had  all  arrangements  made  in  Belfast  for  cutting 
off  the  rebel  quarter  of  the  town  from  the  other  parts  of  it, 
but  only  some  three  parties  of  soldiers  were  called  out  for 
an  hour  last  night,  they  did  not  come  into  collision  with 
any  mob.  I  have  also  500  men  here  in  Dublin  ready  to  send 
off  by  train  at  the  shortest  notice,  if  more  troops  should  be 

required  in  Belfast If  ever  our  troops  are  brought 

into  collision  with  the  loyalists  of  Ulster  and  blood  is  shed, 
it  will  shake  the  whole  foundations  upon  which  our  Army 
rests  to  such  an  extent  that  I  feel  our  Army 
will  never  be  the  same  again.  Many  officers  will  resign  to 
join  Ulster,  and  there  will  be  such  a  host  of  retired  officers 
in  the  Ulster  ranks  that  men  who  would  stand  by  the 
Government,  no  matter  what  it  did,  will  be  worse  than  half- 
hearted in  all  they  do.  No  Army  could  stand  such  a  strain 
upon  it.  The  Constabulary  have  no  intention  of  getting 
their  heads  broken  fighting  for  a  Government  that  is  about 
to  destroy  them,  and  that  is  our  greatest  danger  at  present. 
For  a  riot,  that  a  year  ago  would  have  been  put  down  easily 
by  the  Constabulary,  there  will  now  be  a  tendency  to  call 
upon  the  military  to  act.  However,  I  have  such  a  high 
opinion  of  the  good  sense  as  well  as  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
Ulstermen,  that  I  do  not  anticipate  any  serious  trouble. 
But,  perhaps,  that  may  be  because  I  don't  believe  we  shall 
ever  have  Home  Rule  in  Ireland,  and  because  I  am  as  sure 
as  I  can  be  of  anything  in  the  future,  that  to  include  Ulster 
in  any  such  nefarious  scheme  -would  be  to  declare  war 
against  Ulster.  I  don't  think  John  Bull  is  mad  enough,  or 
wicked  enough,  to  allow  any  Government  to  pursue  a  line 
of  action  that  would  entail  Civil  War,  with  all  its  horrors, 
upon  us.  I  have  written  what  I  hear  on  all  sides :  being 
no  politician,  and  very  indifferent  to  the  squabbles  of  party, 
I  hear  far  more  than  those  in  office  do,  and  I  have  repeated 
it  here,  thinking  it  may  interest  Your  Royal  Highness." 

From  The  Military  Life  of  H.R.H .  George,  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge, Vol.  II.,  page  379. 
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HOME     RULE     FINANCE. 


Points  for  Speakers  on  the  Bill. 

II. 

The  following  paragraphs  are  in  continuation  of  those  in 
the  April  issue,  examining  and  criticising  the  financial  pro- 
visions of  the  Home  Rule  Bill. 

Irritation  for  Ireland. 

Unjust  though  the  finance  of  the  Bill  is  for  England,  it  is 
full  of  irritation  for  Ireland. 

Whilst  it  purports  to  recognise  Irish  nationality,  it  does 
not,  in  fact,  give  more  than  the  shadow,  keeping  back  the  sub- 
stance. 

It  puts  on  Ireland  the  responsibility  of  raising  her  own 
revenue  to  meet  her  increasing  expenditure,  so  that  after  Home 
Rule  the  Irishman  will  have  to  pay  two  lots  of  taxes : 
(#)  Imperial   taxes. 
(6)  Irish  taxes. 

Home  Rule  means  double  taxation,  for  though  the  Irish 
Government  may  make  savings  on  existing  expenditure  and 
transfer  them  to  other  items  of  government,  yet  the  cost  of 
government  is  always  rising,  and  Home  Rulers  assert  that  vast 
sums  of  money  are  required  for  Irish  development  and  adminis- 
tration. 

No  Freedom  in  Finance. 

It  may  be  taken,  then,  that  Irish  taxes  will  be  necessary: 
but  the  Irish  Parliament  and  the  Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer will  not  be  free  to  raise  the  necessary  revenue  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  and  the  Irish  Parliament  please. 

Whatever  may  be  the  deficit,  the  Irish  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  must  make  his  Budget  conform  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Home  Rule  Bill. 

His  proposals  will  be  examined  by  a  body  called  the  Joint 
Exchequer  Board,  consisting  of  two  persons  nominated  by  the 
Irish  Treasury,  two  persons  nominated  by  the  Imperial 
Treasury,  and  a  Chairman  nominated  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. 

What  self-respecting  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  en- 
dure this  supervision.  The  Irish  Chancellor  will  be  responsible 
to  the  Irish  Parliament  for  Irish  finance,  but  he  will  not  have 
the  power  of  control  of  Irish  finance. 

When  responsibility  is  divorced  from  power,  the  result  is 
always  disastrous.  So  it  will  be  in  this  case. 

With  the  best  intentions  on  both  sides,  disputes  are  almost 
inevitable  under  these  conditions :  but  there  has  always  been 
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antagonism  between  the  Irish  Nationalists  and  the  Imperial 
Treasury  over  Irish  finance :  and  they  accuse  the  Treasury  of 
always  trying  to  get  the  best  of  Ireland. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Joint  Exchequer  Board  will 
have  a  majority  of  British  representatives,  and  can  consequently 
make  the  British,  as  against  the  Irish,  view  prevail. 

How,  then,  is  it  likely  that  peace  will  be  preserved  and  the 
Bill  settle  the  question,  when  Irish  taxation  can  be  controlled 
not  by  the  Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  not  by  the  Irish 
Parliament,  but  by  the  British  representatives — the  majority 
of  the  Joint  Exchequer  Board. 

Not  Self-Government. 

Unionists,  of  course,  do  not  say  that  the  powers  of  the 
Joint  Exchequer  Board  are  not  necessary. 

They  do  say  that  the  restrictions  on  the  Irish  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Irish  Parliament  are  inconsistent  with 
the  professed  grant  of  self-government. 

They  assert  that  the  Irish  people  are  being  led  to  believe 
that  they  are  going  to  have  Home  Rule,  whereas,  in  respect  of 
finance — the  particular  subject  now  under  discussion — the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  are  a  denial  of  Home  Rule. 

They  assert,  too,  that  when  the  inevitable  awakening 
comes,  after  the  Bill  has  been  in  operation  and  the  Irish  people 
discover  how  they  have  been  fooled,  there  will  arise  grave  dis- 
content in  Ireland  with  the  measure,  and  a  demand  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  restrictions,  so  that  the  question,  far  from  being 
settled  by  this  Act,  will  arise  in  a  more  dangerous  and  threaten- 
ing form. 

There  is  also  this  point — that  as  a  Liberal  Government  in 
favour  of  Home  Rule  finds  that  Home  Rule  in  the  matter  of 
finance  is  impossible,  the  Unionist  assertions  that  Home  Rule 
is  not  practicable,  are  justified. 

The  better  policy  under  these  conditions  would  be  frankly 
to  declare  the  impossibility  of  Home  Rule  rather  than  mislead 
the  Irish  people  into  believing  they  are  receiving  what  is  really 
being  refused  them — self-government. 

Home  Rule  and  Tariff  Reform. 

The  Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who  has  to  face  a 
deficit  will  find  many  barriers  to  overcome  before  he  can  meet 
it. 

However  fruitful  of  revenue  a  proposal  may  be,  it  must 
not  be  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 

The  Irish  Parliament  may  desire  to  derive  its  revenue  from 
a  Customs  tariff;  but  the  Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
cannot  put  Customs  duties  upon  articles  which  are  not  subject 
to  an  Imperial  Customs  duty. 
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Ireland  cannot  have  Tariff  Reform  until  Great  Britain  in- 
troduces the  change  in  her  fiscal  system.  Clearly  Ireland,  un- 
like the  Self-Governing  Dominions,  has  no  Home  Rule  in  re- 
spect of  her  fiscal  system. 

But  Ireland  claims  the  Home  Rule  that  the  self-governing 
Dominions  have  :  and  sometimes  demands  even  the  greater  right 
—to  be  a  nation.  Both  are  inconsistent  with  the  refusal  in  the 
Home  Rule  Bill  to  allow  her  to  decide  her  own  fiscal  policy. 

Further  Restrictions  on  Finance. 

The  refusal  of  freedom  in  respect  of  fiscal  policy  is  a  big 
question  of  principle,  but  the  Bill  contains  further  restrictions 
of  a  much  more  limited  character  upon  smaller  points  which, 
in  practice,  however,  will  not  the  less  lead  to  irritation. 

The  Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  under  the  Bill  can 
increase  the  existing  Customs  duties :  but  the  increase  must  be 
of  a  like  character  to  the  original  duty. 

He  cannot,  for  instance,  distinguish  between  foreign-grown 
and  Imperial-grown  tea,  because  the  duty  imposed  by  the 
Imperial  Parliament  shows  no  distinction. 

Again,  although  an  increase  in  the  Customs  Duty,  Income 
Tax  or  Death  Duty  made  by  the  Irish  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  may  be  productive  of  much  revenue,  the  Irish  Ex- 
chequer only  benefits  by  ten  per  cent,  of  the  yield,  the  balance 
going  to  the  Imperial  Exchequer. 

Other  restrictions  are :  the  rate  of  income  tax  cannot  be 
varied;  variation  is  restricted  to  exemptions,  abatements  and 
reliefs.  On  the  other  hand,  Death  Duties  can  only  be  varied 
as  to  rate;  conditions  cannot  be  altered. 

And  when  duties  are  levied  on  the  same  article  at  varying 
rates — such  as  the  sugar  duty,  which  varies  with  the  degree  of 
polarisation — or  are  correlated  duties — such  as  the  duties  on 
raw  and  manufactured  tobacco,  cigars,  and  cigarettes — all  the 
duties  must  be-  varied  proportionately. 

It  is  thus  clear  that  the  Bill  places  many  restrictions  on  the 
freedom  of  the  Irish  Parliament  to  order  its  finance  to  its  lik- 
ing in  the  manner  which  it  conceives  to  be  best  suited  to  the 
conditions  of  the  country. 

If  the  Irish  people  grumble  at  the  conduct  of  the  country's 
finance  and  complain  of  their  burdens,  the  Irish  Parliament 
will  place  the  blame  on  the  Bill  which  restricts  its  freedom,  but 
not  its  responsibility. 

There  will  arise  discontent,  and  a  demand  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Bill.  We  shall  again  be  faced  with  a  Home  Rule 
agitation,  which  on  this  occasion  will  be  a  demand  for  some- 
thing more  nearly  approaching  separation,  and  therefore  more 
dangerous. 
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March  26. — Lord  Farnham  at  Dublin. 

Rt.  Hon.  F.  E.  Smith,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Liverpool. 
April       3. — Captain  Craig,  M.P.,  at  Belfast. 

April       4. — Marquis  of  Londonderry,  K.G.,  and  Mr.  W.  Mitchell-Thomson, 
M.P.,  at  Newtownards. 

Mr.  W.  Moore,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Portadown. 

Mr.  W.  Mitchell-Thomson,  M.P.,  at  Newtownbreda. 

Professor  Bastable,  Lecture  on  Home  Rule  Finance,  Dublin. 

Mr.  J.  Devlin,  M.P.,  at  Glasgow. 
April       6.— Mr.  J.  Devlin,  M.P.,  at  Coatbridge. 
April       8.— Mr.  W.  Moore,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Broughty  Ferry. 
April       9. — Sir  Rufus  Isaacs,  M.P.,  at  City  Liberal  Club. 
April     14. — Rt.  Hon.  W.  Runciman,  M.P.,  at  Birkenhead. 
April     15. — Rt.  Hon.   T.  J.  Macnamara,  M.P.,  at  Queenstown  and  Haul- 
bowline. 
April     13.— Mr.  H.  T.  Barrie,  M.P.,  at  Coleraine. 

Rt.  Hon.  T    J.   Macnamara,  M.P.,  at  Cork. 
April     19.— Mr.  W.  Moore   K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Lurgan. 
April     21.— Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  Campbell,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Stratford. 
April     21.— Mr.  W.  Moore,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Ballymoney. 
April     22. — Shrewsbury  Bye-Election 

Mr.  G.  Butler  Lloyd  (U)     . .          . .     2412 
Mr.  J.  R.  Morris          (I)     ..          ..      1727 


Unionist  majority 


April     23.— Mr.  J.  Chambers,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Belfast. 

April     24. — Lord  Barrymore  and  Mr.  W.  A.  S.  Hewins,  M.P.,  in  Dublin. 
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